
 

 

STOP 4: NUMBERS 

NAME: “The Numbering of God’s People” 

PURPOSE: To tell the story of how Israel 

prepared to enter the Promised Land, how they 
sinned and were punished, and how they 
prepared to try again 

AUTHOR: Moses   

ORIGINAL AUDIENCE: The people of Israel 

DATE WRITTEN: 1450-1410 B.C.   

WHERE WRITTEN: In the wilderness during Israel's wanderings, somewhere in 
the Sinai peninsula 

SETTING: The vast desert of the Sinai region, as well as lands just south and east 
of Canaan 

KEY VERSES: 
“Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in 
Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have 

not hearkened to my voice; Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto 
their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it:” (14:22-23) 

KEY PEOPLE: Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Joshua, Caleb, Eleazar, Korah, Balaam 

KEY PLACES: Mount Sinai, Promised Land (Canaan), Kadesh, Mount Hor, plains of Moab 

OUTLINE: 

A. PREPARING FOR THE ____________ (1:1—10:10)  

B. FIRST APPROACH TO THE PROMISED LAND (10:11—14:45)  

C. WANDERING IN THE __________________ (15:1—21:35)  

D. SECOND APPROACH TO THE PROMISED LAND (22:1—36:13)  

CHRIST IN NUMBERS: 

 The Passover in Numbers 9 

 Pillar of cloud and fire 
 Heave & red heifer offerings 

 The ___________ in chapter 20 
 Brass serpent on pole in chapter 21 

 

John 3:14-15 
 
(14)  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up: 
(15)  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. 

 

  

Israel at Kardesh-Barnea 



 

MEGATHEMES 

THEME EXPLANATION IMPORTANCE 

Census Moses counted the Israelites 

twice. The first census organized 
the people into marching units to 
better defend themselves. The 

second prepared them to conquer 
the country east of the Jordan 

River. 

People have to be organized, 

trained, and led to be effective in 
great movements. It is always 
wise to count the cost before 

setting out on some great 
undertaking. When we are aware 

of the obstacles before us, we 
can more easily avoid them. In 
God's work, we must remove 

barriers in our relationships with 
others so that our effectiveness 

is not diminished. 

Rebellion At Kadesh, 12 scouts were sent 

out into the land of Canaan to 
report on the fortifications of the 
enemies. When the scouts 

returned, 10 said that they should 
give up and go back to Egypt. As 

a result, the people refused to 
enter the land. Faced with a 
choice, Israel rebelled against 

God. Rebellion did not start with 
an uprising, but with griping and 

murmuring against Moses and 
God. 

Rebellion against God is always a 

serious matter. It is not 
something to take lightly, for 
God's punishment for sin is often 

very severe. Our rebellion does 
not usually begin with all-out 

warfare, but in subtle ways—
with griping and criticizing. Make 
sure your negative comments 

are not the product of a 
rebellious spirit. 

Wandering Because they rebelled, the 
Israelites wandered 40 years in 
the wilderness. This shows how 

severely God can punish sin. Forty 
years was enough time for all 

those who held on to Egypt's 
customs and values to die off. It 
gave time to train up a new 

generation in the ways of God. 

God judges sin harshly because 
he is holy. The wanderings in the 
wilderness demonstrate how 

serious God considers flagrant 
disobedience of his commands. 

Purging our lives of sin is vital to 
God's purpose. 

Canaan Canaan is the Promised Land. It 

was the land God had promised to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the 

land of the covenant. Canaan was 
to be the dwelling place of God's 
people, those set apart for true 

spiritual worship. 

Although God's punishment for 

sin is often severe, he offers 
reconciliation and hope—his love 

is truly amazing. Just as God's 
love and law led Israel to the 
Promised Land, God desires to 

give purpose and destiny to our 
lives. 

 
 
  



 

The scene which God put before Balaam 

 

A Prophetic Foreshadow of the Cross of Jesus Christ 

 


