- I3 STOP 12: 2 Kings

Next Exit ! This E xit

2 Kings 1 Chronicles PURPOSE: To demonstrate the fate that awaits all
| A \Who refuse to make God their true leader

AUTHOR: Unknown. Possibly Jeremiah or a group of prophets
ORIGINAL AUDIENCE: The people of Israel

SETTING: The once-united nation of Israel has been divided into two kingdoms,
Israel and Judah, for over a century. :

DATE WRITTEN: Unknown

KEY VERSES: 2 Kings 17:13-14

“Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all
the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your
evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes,
according to all the law which | commanded your fathers, and
which | sent to you by my servants the prophets.

Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks, Death of Jezebel
like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the LORD
their God.”

KEY PEOPLE: Elijah, Elisha, the woman from Shunem, Naaman, Jezebel, Jehu,
Joash, Hezekiah, Sennacherib, Isaiah, Manasseh, Josiah, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah,
Nebuchadnezzar

SPECIAL FEATURE: The 17 prophetic books
at the end of the Old Testament give great
insights into the time period of 2 Kings.

OUTLINE:
A. THE KINGDOM (1:1—17:41)
(1) Elisha's ministry
(2) Kings of Israel and Judah
(3) Israel is exiled to Assyria

Elijah's Departure

B. THE KINGDOM (18:1—25:30)

(1) Kings of Judah
(2) Judah is exiled to Babylon

CHRIST IN 2 KINGS:

e The Chariots of fire (2)
e Naaman’s cleansing (5)

“And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha,
Ask what | shall do for thee, before | be taken away from thee. And Elisha said,
| pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.” (2 Kings 2:9)



MEGATHEMES

THEME EXPLANATION IMPORTANCE

Elisha The purpose of Elisha's ministry was |Elisha's mighty miracles showed that
to restore respect for God and his God controls not only great armies
message, and he stood firmly against |but also events in everyday life.
the evil kings of Israel. By faith, with  [When we listen to and obey God, he
courage and prayer, he revealed not |shows us his power to transform any
only God's judgment on sin but also  [situation. God's care is for all who
his mercy, love, and tenderness are willing to follow him. He can
toward faithful people. perform miracles in our lives.

Idolatry Every evil king in both Israel and An idol is any idea, ability,
Judah encouraged idolatry. These possession, or person that we
false gods represented war, cruelty, [regard more highly than God. We
power, and sex. Although they had condemn Israel and Judah for
God's law, priests, and prophets to foolishly worshiping idols, but we
guide them, these kings sought priests [also worship other gods—power,
and prophets whom they could money, physical attractiveness.
manipulate to their own advantage. Those who believe in God must

resist the lure of these attractive
idols.

Evil Kings/ Only 20 percent of Israel and Judah's |Although the evil kings led the

Good Kings |kings followed God. The evil kings people into sin, the priests, princes,
were shortsighted. They thought they |heads of families, and military
could control their nations' destinies by|leaders all had to cooperate with the
importing other religions, forming evil plans and practices in order for
alliances with pagan nations, and them to be carried out. We cannot
enriching themselves. The good kings (discharge our responsibility to obey
had to spend most of their time God by blaming our leaders. We are
undoing the evil done by their responsible to know God's Word and
predecessors. obey it.

God's God told his people that if they obeyed |God is patient with us. He gives us

Patience him, they would live successfully; if many chances to hear his message,
they disobeyed, they would be judged (to turn from sin, and to believe him.
and destroyed. God had been patient [His patience does not mean he is
with the people for hundreds of years. |indifferent to how we live, nor does it
He sent many prophets to guide them. |mean we can ignore his warnings.
And he gave ample warning of coming |His patience should make us want to
destruction. But even God's patience |come to him now.
has limits.

Judgment After King Solomon's reign, Israel The consequences of rejecting

lasted 209 years before the Assyrians
destroyed it; Judah lasted 345 years
before the Babylonians took
Jerusalem. After repeated warnings to
his people, God used these evil
nations as instruments for his justice.

God's commands and purpose for
our lives are severe. He will not
ignore unbelief or rebellion. We must
believe in him and accept Christ's
sacrificial death on our behalf, or we

will be judged also.

God never forgets a promise.

The

of punishment to Ahab & Jezebel (1 Kings 21:23-24)

Ahab’s punishment (1 Kings 22:37-38)
Jezebel’s punishment 2 Kings 9:30-37

a later

b: Just as God said




