B3 -3 STOP 14: 2 Chronicles

Mext.Exit | s Ealt PURPOSE: To unify the nation around true worship of
God by showing his standard for judging kings. The
righteous kings of Judah and the religious revivals
under their rule are highlighted, and the sins of the evil kings are exposed.

Ezra 2 Chronicles
-

AUTHOR: Ezra, according to Jewish tradition
ORIGINAL AUDIENCE: The exiles who returned from captivity

SETTING: Second Chronicles parallels 1 and 2 Kings and serves as their
commentary. Originally 1 and 2 Chronicles were one book. It was written after the
Exile from a priestly perspective, highlighting the importance of the Temple and the
religious revivals in Judah. The northern kingdom, Israel, is virtually ignored in this
history.

DATE WRITTEN: Approximately 430 B.C., recording events from the beginning of
Solomon's reign (970 B.C.) to the beginning of the Babylonian captivity (586 B.C.)

KEY VERSE: 2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

KEY PEOPLE: Solomon, the queen of Sheba, Rehoboam, Asa, Jehoshaphat,
Jehoram, Joash, Uzziah (Azariah), Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Josiah

KEY PLACES: Jerusalem, the temple
OUTLINE:
A. THE REIGN OF SOLOMON (1:1—9:31)
1. Solomon for

2. Solomon builds the

3. Solomon dedicates the Temple
4. Solomon's and

B. THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH (10:1—36:23)
1. The northern tribes revolt
2. History of apostasy and reform
3. Judah is exiled to Babylon

CHRIST IN 2 CHRONICLES:
e The Temple

Solomon's Temple



MEGATHEMES

THEME EXPLANATION IMPORTANCE

Temple The Temple was the symbol of As Christians meet together to
God's presence and the place set |worship God, they experience the
aside for worship and prayer. Built |presence of God in a way that no
by Solomon from the plans God individual believer can, for the
gave to David, the Temple was the |dwelling place of God is the
spiritual center of the nation. people of God. The body of

Christ is God's temple.

Peace As Solomon and his descendants |Only God can bring true peace.
were faithful to God, they God is greater than any enemy,
experienced victory in battle, army, or nation. Just as Israel's
success in government, and peace [faithful response was key to her
with other nations. Peace was the |peace and survival as a nation,
result of the people being unified |so our obedience to God as
and loyal to God and his law. individuals and nations is vital to

peace today.

Prayer After Solomon died, David's God still answers prayer today.
kingdom was divided. When a king We have God's promise that if we
led the Israelites into idolatry, the |humble ourselves, seek him, turn
nation suffered. When the king and from our sin, and pray, God will
his people prayed to God for hear, restore, and forgive us. If
deliverance and they turned from |we are alert, we can pray for
their sinful ways, God delivered God's guidance before we get
them. into trouble.

Reform Although idolatry and injustice were|We must constantly commit
common, some kings turned to ourselves to obeying God. We
God and led the people in spiritual [are never secure in what others
revival—renewing their have done before us. Believers in
commitment to God and reforming |each generation must dedicate
their society. Revival included the |themselves to the task of carrying
destruction of idols, obedience to |out God's will in their own lives as
the law, and the restoration of the |well as in society.
priesthood.

National In 586 B.C. the Babylonians Although our disobedience may

Collapse completely destroyed Solomon's  |not be as blatant as Israel's, quite

beautiful Temple. The formal
worship of God was ended. The
Israelites had abandoned God. As
a result, God brought judgment
upon his people, and they were
carried off into captivity.

often our commitment to God is
insincere and casual. When we
forget that all our power, wisdom,
and wealth come from God and
not ourselves, we are in danger
of the same spiritual and moral

collapse that Israel experienced.

2 Chronicles 7:1-3

“Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the
burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house. And the priests could not enter
into the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD's house. And when all the
children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD upon the house, they bowed
themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and worshiped, and praised the

LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth forever.




