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PURPOSE: B vextexit || ThisExit
To record the life of Samuel, Israel's last judge; the
reign and decline of Saul, the first king; and the

choice and preparation of David, Israel's greatest king.

AUTHOR:
Possibly Samuel, but also includes writings from the prophets Nathan and Gad
(2 Chronicles 29:29)

ORIGINAL AUDIENCE: The people of Israel

SETTING:

The book begins in the days of the judges and describes Israel's
transition from a theocracy (led by God) to a monarchy (led by a
king).

KEY VERSES:

“And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the
people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected

. thee, but they have rejected me, that | should not reign over

Hannah presentigé | them.” “Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet
Samuel to Eli protest solemnly unto them, and show them the manner of the
king that shall reign over them.” (8:7, 9)

2 Samuel |1 Sa_rpuel

KEY PEOPLE: Eli, Hannah, Samuel, Saul, Jonathan, David
OUTLINE:

A. ELI AND SAMUEL (1:1—7:17)

B. SAMUEL AND SAUL (8:1—15:35)

C. SAUL AND DAVID (16:1—31:13)

CHRIST IN 1 SAMUEL:

Typified in the Ark of the Covenant (4)
Burnt offering (7)

David the anointed king (16)

The captain over the army (22)

1 Samuel 17:45-47

“Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and
with a spear, and with a shield: but | come to thee in the name of the LORD
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. (46) This
day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and | will smite thee, and take

thine head from thee; and | will give the carcasses of the host of the
Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the
earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. (47) And all
this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear:
for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hands.”




MEGATHEMES

THEME

EXPLANATION

IMPORTANCE

King

Because Israel suffered from corrupt
priests and judges, the people wanted
a king. They wanted to be organized
like the surrounding nations. Though it
was against his original purpose, God
chose a king for them.

Establishing a monarchy did not
solve Israel's problems. What God
desires is the genuine devotion of
each person's mind and heart to
him. No government or set of laws
can substitute for the rule of God in
your heart and life.

God's Control

Israel prospered as long as the people
regarded God as their true king. When
the leaders strayed from God's law,
God intervened in their personal lives
and overruled their actions. In this
way, God maintained ultimate control
over Israel's history.

God is always at work in this world,
even when we can't see what he is
doing. No matter what kinds of
pressures we must endure or how
many changes we must face, God is
ultimately in control of our situation.
Being confident of God's
sovereignty, we can face the difficult
situations in our lives with boldness.

Leadership |God guided his people using different |When Eli, Samuel, Saul, and David
forms of leadership: judges, priests, |disobeyed God, they faced tragic
prophets, kings. Those whom he consequences. Sin affected what
chose for these different offices, such they accomplished for God and how
as Eli, Samuel, Saul, and David, some of them raised their children.
portrayed different styles of leadership.|Being a real leader means letting
Yet the success of each leader God guide all aspects of your
depended on his devotion to God, not |activities, values, and goals,
his position, leadership style, wisdom, |including the way you raise your
age, or strength. children.

Obedience For God, "obedience is better than Although we are free from the
sacrifice" (15:22). God wanted his sacrificial system of the Jewish law,
people to obey, serve, and follow him |we may still rely on outward
with a whole heart rather than to observances to substitute for inward
maintain a superficial commitment commitment. God desires that all
based on tradition or ceremonial our work and worship be motivated
systems. by genuine, heartfelt devotion to

him.

God's God faithfully kept the promises he Because God is faithful, he can be

Faithfulness

made to Israel. He responded to his
people with tender mercy and swift
justice. In showing mercy, he faithfully
acted in the best interest of his people.
In showing justice, he was faithful to
his word and perfect moral nature.

counted on to be merciful toward us.
Yet God is also just, and he will not
tolerate rebellion against him. His
faithfulness and unselfish love
should inspire us to dedicate
ourselves to him completely. We
must never take his mercy for
granted.

JONATHAN - THE UNSUNG HERO OF 1 SAMUEL




