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PURPOSE: To contrast the lives of those who live || [IECSISUNN| IRCEET
for God and those who refuse to do so through the
history of the kings of Israel and Judah

2 Kings 1 Klngs

AUTHOR: Unknown. Possibly Jeremiah or a group of prophets
ORIGINAL AUDIENCE: The people of Israel

SETTING: The once great nation of Israel turned into a land divided, not only
physically, but also spiritually.

DATE WRITTEN: Unknown

KEY VERSES: 1 Kings 9:4-5

“And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and
in uprightness, to do according to all that | have commanded thee, and wilt keep my
statutes and my judgments: Then | will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon
Israel forever, as | promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a
man upon the throne of Israel.

KEY PEOPLE: David, Solomon, Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Elijah, Ahab, Jezebel
SPECIAL FEATURE: The books of 1 and 2 Kings were originally one book.
OUTLINE:

A. THE UNITED KINGDOM (1:1—11:43)

1. Solomon becomes king

2. Solomon's wisdom

3. Solomon builds the Temple

4. Solomon's greatness and downfall

B. THE DIVIDED KINGDOM (12:1—22:53)

1. of the northern tribes
2. Kings of Israel and Judah : G A
3 ministry Elijah on Mount Carmel

4. Kings of Israel and Judah

CHRIST IN 1 KINGS:

e Pictured in the wise king (4)

e Furniture of the Temple (7)

e The returning to Jerusalem & the new Temple (8)

e AF Solomon” (10) [Matthew 12:42]

“Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto
them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.” (1 Kings 12:28)




MEGATHEMES

THEME EXPLANATION IMPORTANCE

The King Solomon's wisdom, power, and Wisdom, power, and achievement
achievements brought honor to the do not ultimately come from any
Israelite nation and to God. All the human source; they are from God.
kings of Israel and Judah were told to |No matter what we lead or govern,
obey God and to govern according to |(we can't do well when we ignore
his laws. But their tendency to God's guidelines. Whether or not we
abandon God's commands and to are leaders, effectiveness depends
worship other gods led them to upon listening and obeying God's
change the religion and government to Word. Don't let your personal
meet their personal desires. This desires distort God's Word.
neglect of God's law led to their
downfall.

The Temple [Solomon's Temple was a beautiful A beautiful house of worship doesn't
place of worship and prayer. This always guarantee heartfelt worship
sanctuary was the center of Jewish of God. Providing opportunities for
religion. It was the place of God's true worship doesn't ensure that it
special presence and housed the Ark |will happen. God wants to live in our
of the Covenant containing the Ten hearts, not just meet us in a
Commandments. sanctuary.

Other Gods |Although the Israelites had God's law (Through the years, the people took

and experienced his presence among
them, they became attracted to other
gods. When this happened, their
hearts became cold to God's law,
resulting in the ruin of families and
government, and eventually leading to
the destruction of the nation.

on the false qualities of the false
gods they worshiped. They became
cruel, power-hungry, and sexually
perverse. We tend to become what
we worship. Unless we serve the
true God, we will become slaves to
whatever takes his place.

The Prophet's

The prophet's responsibility was to

The Bible, the truth in sermons, and

Message confront and correct any deviation the wise counsel of believers are
from God's law. Elijah was a bolt of  |warnings to us. Anyone who points
judgment against Israel. His messages|out how we deviate from obeying
and miracles were a warning to the God's Word is a blessing to us.
evil and rebellious kings and people. |Changing our lives in order to obey

God and get back on track often
takes painful discipline and hard
work.

Sin and Each king had God's commands, a God hears and forgives us when we

Repentance |priest or prophet, and the lessons of  |pray—if we are willing to trust him

the past to draw him back to God. All
the people had the same resources.
\Whenever they repented and returned
to God, God heard their prayers and

forgave them.

and turn from sin. Our desire to
forsake our sin must be heartfelt and
sincere. Then he will give us a fresh
start and a desire to live for him.

To Whom Should You Listen?

I.

II. The

Rehoboam listened to

man of God listened to an

counsel. (Bad advice) (12)

prophet. (Was killed) (13)

III.To whom should you listen? (13:21-24)




